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Immigration Enforcement Review Board 

Summary of Meeting  

Date:  December 5, 2018 

Time:  10:00 A.M. 

Location: The quarterly meeting of the Immigration Enforcement Review Board was held in Room 
506 of the Coverdell Legislative Office Building.   

 
 A conference call line was made available to Board members who were unable to attend in 

person. 
 

 The Following Board Members Attended the Meeting: 
James Balli (In Person) 
Rachel Little (In Person) 
Rey Martinez (In Person) 
Gene Scarbrough (By Phone) 
 

 
The meeting was called to order at 10:06 AM by Chairman James Balli.   
 
The first order of business was to adopt the meeting minutes from September 17, 2018. 
 
Mr. Balli asked the Board for a motion to adopt the minutes from the September 17, 2018 meeting.  Rey 
Martinez motioned to approve the minutes as reported.  Rachel Little seconded the motion.  The meeting 
minutes from the September 17, 2018 meeting were adopted unanimously by the Board. 
 
 
The next order of business called for Chairman Balli to provide an update on the general status of all 
pending complaints.   
 
Chairman Balli noted that there are several open complaints.  Most were filed by D.A. King and there is 
one open complaint filed by Lieutenant Governor Cagle regarding the City of Decatur (Complaint 2017-
13).  The open complaints filed by D.A. King are:   

• 2017-01 – Gwinnett County Board of Education 
• 2017-03 – DeKalb County Board of Education 
• 2017-04 – Glynn County Board of Education 
• 2017-07 – Hall County Board of Education 
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• 2017-08 – Bibb County Board of Education 
• 2017-09 – Whitfield County Board of Education 
• 2017-11 – Bulloch County Board of Education 

 
Chairman Balli then requested a motion be made to add all of the complaints filed by D.A. King to the 
agenda.  The motion was made by Rachel Little and seconded by Rey Martinez.  The motion passed 
unanimously.   
 
Chairman Balli explained that the complaints against the Boards of Education allege that the schools 
operated by the various Boards of Education violated O.C.G.A. 50-36-1 because the schools were providing 
adult education programs/classes to parents in which English is their second language.  Chairman Balli 
noted that since Federal law prohibits schools from verifying the residency status of students or their 
parents, adult education programs in schools would not be subject to O.C.G.A. 50-36-1.  
 
Chairman Balli made a motion to dismiss Complaint 2017-01 against the Gwinnett County Board of 
Education on the grounds that adult education programs are preempted under Federal law, and if not 
preempted, the Board of Education is not in violation of O.C.G.A. 50-36-1.  The motion was seconded by 
Rachel Little and passed unanimously. 
 
Chairman Balli made a motion to dismiss Complaint 2017-03 against the DeKalb County Board of 
Education on the grounds that adult education programs are preempted under Federal law, and if not 
preempted, the Board of Education is not in violation of O.C.G.A. 50-36-1.  The motion was seconded by 
Rachel Little and passed unanimously. 
 
Chairman Balli made a motion to dismiss Complaint 2017-04 against the Glynn County Board of Education 
on the grounds that adult education programs are preempted under Federal law, and if not preempted, the 
Board of Education is not in violation of O.C.G.A. 50-36-1.  The motion was seconded by Rachel Little 
and passed unanimously. 
 
Chairman Balli made a motion to dismiss Complaint 2017-07 against the Hall County Board of Education 
on the grounds that adult education programs are preempted under Federal law, and if not preempted, the 
Board of Education is not in violation of O.C.G.A. 50-36-1.  The motion was seconded by Rachel Little 
and passed unanimously. 
 
Chairman Balli made a motion to dismiss Complaint 2017-08 against the Bibb County Board of Education 
on the grounds that adult education programs are preempted under Federal law, and if not preempted, the 
Board of Education is not in violation of O.C.G.A. 50-36-1.  The motion was seconded by Rachel Little 
and passed unanimously. 
 
Chairman Balli made a motion to dismiss Complaint 2017-09 against the Whitfield County Board of 
Education on the grounds that adult education programs are preempted under Federal law, and if not 
preempted, the Board of Education is not in violation of O.C.G.A. 50-36-1.  The motion was seconded by 
Rachel Little and passed unanimously. 
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Chairman Balli made a motion to dismiss Complaint 2017-11 against the Bulloch County Board of 
Education on the grounds that adult education programs are preempted under Federal law, and if not 
preempted, the Board of Education is not in violation of O.C.G.A. 50-36-1.  The motion was seconded by 
Rachel Little and passed unanimously. 
 
Chairman Balli noted that the Board now has only one open complaint, which is Complaint 2017-13 against 
the City of Decatur.  Chairman Balli made a motion to rescind the procedural order from May 11, 2018, 
which was issued by the previous Board Chairman (Shawn Hanley).  The motion was seconded by Rey 
Martinez and passed unanimously.   
 
 
The next order of business was a discussion of new practices regarding the processing of complaints.   
 
Chairman Balli offered some changes to general procedures for hearing complaints filed with the Board 
including that, while a single person may file as many complaints as desired, Chairman Balli will not 
schedule more than two complaints per person for a hearing per year.  There was no official action taken 
by the Board. 
 
Chairman Balli then discussed a plan to ensure meeting dates are scheduled in advance.   

As there was no other business, Rey Martinez  motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Rachel Little seconded 
the motion.  Chairman Balli adjourned the meeting at 10:27 A.M.. 

 


